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SIR RICHARD SHELLEY. 


o Sir Tnomas CHALONER *. 


YN owne good Sir Thomas Chaloner ; ; your good nature, 
and friendlye affection towards me, have made me think 
good to leave here for you, at my departure, this remembrance ; 
whereby you ſhall underſtande that I am gone towards Malta, (as I 
ſhould have been, long e're this time, if biſnes had not ſtayed me) 
there, to eſtabliſh th' office, and dignitie of the Turcopolierſhippe + 
for our nation, which however littel it be eſteemed, or rather 
thought againſt, at _— by occaſion of greater affaires, n 


% The Queer” 8 Miniſter at - Madrid, when Sir Richard Shelley was in Philip II. 8 
Court. 

+ This was one of the fiſt great offices in the Order, equivalent to that of General 
of the Cavalry; and was one of thoſe dignities neceſſary to arrive at, previous to the 
being elected Grand Mafter. It was always annexed to the Grand Priory of England. 
But the Engliſh Knights being deprived of their. benefices by Henry VIII. they, con- 
ſequently, loſt the rank and conſideration they were in at Malta; and at the death of 
Shelley's predeceſſor, the Grand Maſter thought proper to reſume the title, and keep 


ir to himſelf, till the fate of the Roman Catholic intereſt in England was more Fel- 
tively determined, ' 


— 


B 3 r 


0 A ) | 

no wiſeman can but eſteem it) yett is my ryte, (afore God and man) 
tho', to my greate coſt and travaile, without hope of gaine or 
benefit; but rather with danger of diſpleaſure, as the humor now 
reigneth: but my bounden dutye it is * (as I ſaid is every reaſonable 
man's judgment) in no wiſe to ſuffer ſo goodly a preheminence of 
our nation 'to be loſt, in my time, for lack of taking poſſeſſion of the 
place; which hath been alſo cauſe that I would not take upon me to 
be called Prior d Inglaterra, which, to every man's underſtanding, 
is a title of knowne honour ; whereas 7. urcopolier 1 is both ſo diffuſe 
a name, as is not woorthe the pains of pronouncing, and ſo {traunge 
a dignitie, by reaſon of the long intermiſſion, as hath no ready place 
of acceptation abroade : but as I have done in this, ſo will I always 
continue to reſbeft my Nation afore my Perſon, and the Publique afore 
my particular : and, for the ſame reaſon, (and for none other reſpecte, 


 ofere God,] have allready, here, and will procure, as I go, fo much 
favor as may bee for th eſtabliſhing of our privileges in Malta; and 


to that ende only, and for religion s ſake, this vertuous and chriſten 
Prince + hath both credited me with favor, and encreaſed my living; 
without meaning, or intent, to poſt, or employ me, any way, in 
his private ſervice: fo that to Malta I go, rue, and mere Ingliſbe, 
in following my conſcience, to mainteyne my credit: 20 be beſtowea 
nevertheleſſe in the Queen's ſervice, wherein ſoever it ſhall be meet to 
employ a man of my ordre; which as it is in none other place of 
Chriſtendom, ſo I truſt it ſhall not in Ingland neither (by ſo gracious 
a Princeſſe, and ſo honourable a Counſell) be underſtood, any way, 
to hinder the dutie of a true ſubject's allegiance to their naturall 


* —as he was Lord Prior of St. John of Jeruſalem ; which honour, conferred on 
him by Queen Mary, through the intereſt of Cardinal Pele, had entitled all his pre- 
deceſſors to a ſeat in the upper Houſe of Parliament, next to the Lord Abbot of Weſt 
minſter, and a above all the Lay-Barons. : 


+ Philip II. King of Spain, | 
Prince 
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1 
Prince, and Countrey' s ſervice, And thus, myne own good Sir Tho- 
mas, I wyſhe you well to — as any frende I have living. 
Your aſſured loving frend, 
Madrid the 15 of September, 1561. Richard Shelley, 
Turcopolier. 


To the ryght honorable, his verie loving frend, Sir WIL LIAN 
CiCcELL, Knight, Secretarie to the Quene's Majeſtie. 


Ri ght honorable, 


OR your hartie recommendations ſent to me by Mr. Hall, 

this bearer, I likewiſe thanke you, and retorne you the ſame, 
with all due and true affection; which, (albeit without any benefit 
to you, becauſe of my ſmall power), yet nether fayled, nor faynted 
towards you, in any thinge that hath happened in England, ſithens 
our acquayntance : and by my contynuance of the ſame affection, I 
am now enduced (Mr. Secretarie) to remember, and require you, 
that, in this tyme of ſo great importance for th' eſtabliſhing of our 
eſtate, it may pleaſe you, with words and workes, openly to favour 
that moderation, and both chriſtian, and politique equitie, in matters 
of religion eſpeciallie, which, for my parte, I have always Judged 
your good nature and wiſdome gyven to allowe. Albeit, as your verie 
friend, I may not omyt to advertiſe you that the opinion abroad is 
cleane contrarie, and that the Quene's Majeſtie's charenes, and 


Charitable indifference in matters of religion, by you, and a verie 
few more, is thought not ſuffred to take effect. Then, Sir, for 
the paſſion of God, and for your own ſuertie, worcke to avoyd the 


envyous hatred. of fo villons a practice, and take in good parte your 


friend's true meanyng, that by this advertiſement (albeit unpleaſant 


'"'E | bot 
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6 


both for me to write, and you to read) doe declare how moche T 1 


tendre your eſtate, which, all that is ſaid notwithſtanding, may yet 
bee grounded upon a verie ſure foundation, by your naturall dexte- 


ritie, and ſuch meanes as you ſhall hereafter knowe, if this firſt 


advertiſement be thankfullie accepted. I ſend to my Lady, and to 
you, here, a barrell of Azucar roads in conſerva, verie coole and 


laxatyve, to bee uſed every morning, freſhe and faſting ; and not to 


bee ſerved, as wee ule, after meales, inſtead of frute ; in which ad- 
vice I uſe pollicie with you, under pretence of phiſicke, to make 


the litle barrell laſt longer; which indeed ſhould have been bigger, 


| had it not bene for troubling of Mr. Hall with too comberouſe a 
carriage. My Lord Keeper, upon reherſall of the lettre, that I 
ſent to you a great while agone, concerning Hatchman, his farme 


and leaſe, did ſtraighte (verie honorablie) diſmiſſe the matter out of 


the Chauncerie ; and in the Veld- hall, Hatehman is fo notorious for 

like practiſes, that I truſt the matter ſhall ſhortely take good effect ; 

| ſpeciallie if it may pleaſe you but to have an eare to it ; or, if it ſhall 
fo be needfull, ones to call Harchmam afore you, and examyn him of 


the mater, with 8 to him ſome of theſe arguments that I 


alledged to you, in my forſaid letter. I doubt not but you ſhall 
fynd him both feynt, and confuſe ; but in the mean tyme, he booth 
enjoyeth the howſe, without paying rent, or any thing : Mr. 
Smythe, Clercke of the Counſell, can inform you of the matter. 
| Sythens the Embaſſee to the * Sophie take no place, nor other mo- 
tions and overtures, that I made to the + King, for his due media- 
tion, to have had Calays reſtored to us for Havre de Grace, and to 


have uſed ſuch equitie in releaſyng our marchants, as I thought to 


great purpoſe for maynteynyng the amitie: Sythens non of all thoſe 
things tooke effect, not for lacke of his Majeſties good inclynation, 


(chat is one of the beſt natured Princes in the world) but by other 


Of Perſia, + Of Spain; 


men's 


i 
"oY 


i 


men's intervencion, I have ever bene deſirous to get my houſe; as 


it was never any parte of my meanyng to tarye ſo long, and much 
leſs to dwell here. Of late it was anſwered me, till this meetyng 


ſhould be paſt, that I ſhould talke no more of it; till that fynallie 


heering Malta is beſeeged, I told his Majeſtie I muſt no longer 
tarie, and fo ame going thither, with all ſpeed I can; not to dwell 
there, (if I ſhall fynd it foorth-comyng to dwell in,) nether, but for 
diſcharge of my duetie, ones at the leſt, to preſent myſelf; and after, 
it I ſhall not, by that tyme, be ſeaſonable in my countrey, to betake 
myſelf to my booke, and my beades, ina Venice, or ſome other place 
of like quietnes ; which, above all other things, I moſt hartely 
wyſhe ; and ame likewiſe aſſured, that your vertue and wiſdome, 
(according to the greatnes of your eſtate,) will procure for our coun- 
trey : Quoniam omnes, omnium, charitates patria ſuperat. Let us not, 
while wee talke of Heaven, fo far above our reache, loſe the portion 
of the earth that we are ſeaſed of; and in likeliar poſſibilitie to 
encreaſe, peradventure, than ever any of our predeceſſours: and with 
that conceyt and imagynation (right honourable Sir) I take my leave, 
and betake you, with my good Lady, and all you affaires, to the 
protection of Almightie God; and recommend myſelf to booth 
your kynd and kynneſmanly remembrances : From 
: Your unfayned Frende, 
Madrid, the 22d June, 1765. and lovying Cooſyne of 
| - St. Johns. 


To 


„ 


To the Lord Treaſurer BURLEkIGII. 


-C 


COPY of a lettre ſent tb your Honor, mo ; Kren yeres paſt, to th' entent 
it may pleaſe you, at your leyſure, to conſider that I have bene alwey one 
man; and, whatſoever my relizion hath ben, that I have alwey had reſpect 

to my dutie of allegeance ; and (notwithſtanding my miſerie, I have ſuffred 
in ſo many yeres abſence abrode) that I have alwey tendered the Quene's 
ſaulftie, and of my countrey, ſo much as any of them that engioye moſt 
nearly at home, - 


IGHT honorable, and my very good Lord ; your anſwer 

cometh ſo thankefull; and, conſidering the let of your ſickneſs, 
ſo quickly, as having to bee of your owne hand, that to me is more 
favour, it could never have comen ſooner, nor yet more gratefull: 


wherefore, I thank your L. as you doe me, and (as tyme ſhall trie) 
with more affection of harte than ceremonie of wordes ; as I have, 


furthermore, great cauſe to doe for your imparting my lettre, with 
ſo loving a pretenſe, to ber mot excellent Majeſtie, whoſe moſt gra- 
cious conceaving of my fidelitie, (and that concernynge myn alle- 
geance to her Crowne, and royall perſon, I never did, nor will doe 
any thing amiſſe,) maketh me, from the bottome of my harte, moſt 
highlie to regioyce : and for ſuch a ſubject of the Kings, of famous 
memorie, her father, and brother, was I (as your L. knoweth) taken 
and emploied : which, for the reſt, now content moſt graciouſlie to 
beare with my conſcience and religion ; who, for my own parte, 
never hoped ſo to have proſpered i in that Courte, as in the tyme of 
her Majeſties raigne, whoſe moſt excellent giftes (beſide my deutie 
of allegeance) I alweys have had, and have at this preſente, with a 
ſpeciall affection, in greateſt reverence and admyration ; ſo help my 
God, whom I alſo call to witneſs, that I departed not her realme, 
with cetermynation to forſake her ſervice, (which I will never do) 
no, nor then to abyde, and lyve abroad nether. 


4 mrs e But 


TT) 


But while I taried in Antwerpe, longer than I had FRO oY 
cute of 3000 Crownes that Fraunces the Myllanes had failed withall 
of myn, there came neues that the Cruciſixe, being honored (as the 
abridgement of all Chriſtian faythe) in the Quenes Chappell and 
Cloſſet, by her moſt excellent Majeſtie, and by your Lordſhippes 
of her moſt honorable Counſell, was, nevertheleſs, in Smythfield, 
broken to peeces, and burned in bonnfiers ; which made me call to 
remembrance that I had heard your L. faie to the old L. Paget, „ 
(that God forgyve) to whom pretending he that Q. Marie, of famous 
memorie, had reſtored the realme wholie Catholike, your L. an- 
ſwered, My Lord, you are therein ſo far deceaved, that I fear rather 
an inondation of the contrarie parte; ſo univerſall a boylinge, and 
bublinge, I ſee, of ſtomackes, that cannot yet digeſt the cruditie of 
the tyme. That fayinge of your L., uppon the newes of burnynge 
the Crucifixe, I called to remembrance ; and albeit I was en- 
couraged to come home, with the remembrance of my ſerviſe done 
to her Majeſtie, in the tyme of her adverſitie, (whereof the King of 
Spaigne is my witnes, ) and with her moſt gracious acceptinge of me, 
at my comyng out of Flanders, and with the honour that you (my 

good L.) bothe then, and alweys had ever preſerved me; yet fynallie 
1 was feared with that furie of the people; and then ſawe, (that 
your L. for ſawe) the wynd and tyde fo ſtronge that wey, that I de- 
termyned, not to leave her Majeſties ſervice, but /ecedere oliguo dum | 
le folefcerent turbe, and to bere my ſervice in ſtore, till a more ſea- 
ſonable tyme, as I have done now theſe ſeventeen yeres : in all 
which time, God himſelf cannot accuſe me, that I had ever evill 
thoughte agaynſt my countrey ; but rather knoweth that of all my 
adverſities, the greateſt hath bene, when I have ſeene it in trouble, 
or in any likelihood of forein invaſion, which God forfend. Parce, 
Domine, parce Populo tuo, et ne des Hæreditatem tuam in opprobrium, 


* Vide a ſingular letter of this noble Lord in the Appendix, 
5 3 ug 


8 ) 
ut dominentur eis Nationes. But, becauſe the declaration of all my 
behaviour abroade were nowe too longe to entre into, (which muſt 
bee done, for all that, at ſome other tyme, ſeeing that my nephew, 
Richard Shelley, is dead by the waye, that went homeward with 
full inſtructions, to have enformed the Cownſell in this behalfe,) 
leaving the reſt for this tyme, I now beſeeche your L. t' un- 
derſtand howe I came to be called abroade, not Lord of St. John's, 
but Prior of England, as others bee named; every man of his coun- 
trey: Prior of Fraunce, Prior of Almaigne, Prior of Ireland, &c. 

I contynued yeres abroade, by the name of T. urcopolier, albeit my 
predeceſſour died before any alteration was made, by Acte of Parla- 
ment, of that eſtate, which therfore was done to me as heire appa- 
rent, and inveſted in me, that was Dominus natus; but I thought 
it great follie, for a vayne title, without any rent, to offend at 
home, and to bynd myſelf to more chardges abroade, then other- 
wiſe ſhould need to maynteigne; ſo that Turcopolier I contynued, till 
ſache tyme as ſeeing the frendſhippe betweene England, and Spaigne, 
every daie faynter than other, I told the King I was, there, an un- 
comelie Courtier ; and that being out of my countrey, onely for 
religion's ſake, it was meet for me to goe to Malta; which licens, 
with much adoe, yet fynallie, his Majeſtie did grant me, the yere 
1561, as appeareth by the copie of his lettre yet foorth c comynge; 
but, being on my way towards Malta, ſo far as Genua, there I found 
tro letters, the one from the King his Majeſtie, th' oother from 

my L. Great Maſter ; that being his deſire (for he ſo wit-ſeemed to 
term it) was that I ſhould retorne to his Courte in poſt, becauſe he 
would ſend me Ambaſſadour into Perſia ; but my L. Great Maſter, 
his lettre comaunded and chardged me , uppon myn othe of obedience, 
with threatnynge, otherwiſe, to take from me my Croſſe, that I 
ſhould no longer differ to uſe, and take uppon me the title of my 
Priorie, which 1 could not omit to do, without pregiudice of the 
Order; hic was not looked fer at my hands, hom he heard to 


be 
w 


; t 


be a man ſo conſtant i in religion: and yet, the trewth is, if his 
| Grace had known that 1 ſhould have been revoked, and not have 
arryved at Malta, he would not have cared to let me alone with my 
title of Turcopolier; but becauſe that office i is, in the Covent, of ſo 
highe pre-emynence, (and above all Priors,) it could not be brooked 

that our nation ſhould then engioye it; ſo that by expreſſe co- 
maundement, where I was bound to obey in that beſnes, (but not 
in any point pregiudiciall to my Soyeraigne' 8 authoritie,) I came to 
be called Prior of England, with whiche chardgeable title, after the 
Sophie | his Ambaſſie took no place, (by reaſon that he had murdered 
Bayaſitte the 'Turcke's ſonne,) I went towards Malta ageyn, when it 
was beſieged ; where I was accepted with great countenance, and 
 ſpeciall favour . of that worthie Prince, Monſieur Fohn de Valetta ; ; 
who being aſked by me why he ſent not, by ſome Knight, the 
newes of his victorie to the Quene' 8 Majeſtie, as he did to oother 

Princes, confeſſed that in all the tyme of his government he never 
had comytted ſo great an errour, as the fore-ſlowing of that dewtie. 

But ſo long as his Grace lyved, I dwelt in Malta, and till ſuch tyme 
as the Prior of Capua, Who ſought | to uſurpe my place, (being after, 
by ſymonie, choſen Great Maſter,) forced me, and almoſt fyred me 

out of the Covent, as * Mr. Cotton the Pencionar, who was with 
me in my howſe in Malta, can declare to your L. particularlie ; ; of 
whom, I beſeeche you, bee content to heare howe your poore couſyn 
maynteigned . the countenance of our nation's dignitie, and pre- emy- 
nence, albeit he were too farre over matched; which ſtrief your L. 

may one wey ſmyle at, and the other wey ſtomacke, to ſee one that 
by change of religion, is depryved of his lyving among them of his 
owne Order, and to bee abaſed of his honour : But out of England 
cometh no profit; and your L. knoweth our proverb, that ſaieth, 


V penny, + a0 pater-nofter : . but i in Malte. till this daie, and, I think, 


* Perhaps Sir Robert Cotton, 
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all my lief, I had bene reſident if I wold have borne that abaſinge of 
our nation, which neither as a Chriſtian man, nor as an Engliſh- 
man, nor as a Shelley, I might no wey endure. 

Then, upon the breache of warre between * this State, and the 
Turcke, to Venyſe I came, ſent for by a ſpeciall lettre (that I have 
to ſhewe) of the Signoria + ; and that to the benefit of all Chriſten- 
dom, with a ſpeciall regard alwey to the intereſt of my cowntrey, 
whither all my doings be till directed. But that determynation, 
for our ſynnes, taking no effect nether, here I have remayned ever 
ſithens , without any entertaynment at any Prince's hands; for 
tho I could engioye the King of Spaigne his pention, with my 
wages de la Bocca; yet, albeit I have great need, I have no face to 
receave it, ſtanding things as they doe betweene him, and the 
Quene's Majeſtie, my naturall Princeſs ; ſo that willinglie I for- 
beare forrein Princes enterteignment, and, muche againſt my wall, 
want that recompenſe, which, afore God, and man, I well bikers 
at the Quene's hand, to bear me from beggarie the litle tyme I have 
to lyve, being now a man of three ſcore and eight years, that have 
done ſervice to her Majeſties predeceſſors, yea and to herſelf, 
more than ſhe knoweth,of. But I am fo carried away by this un- 
wonted talk with you my good L., as tho' that all I have to faie 
were to bee uttered in one lettre, and that wee were not booth deſi- 
rous of farder comunycation ; for I am ſo farre from being afraid 

to conferre with your L. knowing the opynion that indifferent 
| Judges have of your nature and underſtanding, that, I aſſure you, I 
deſire nothing more, as one that doe utterlie miſlike their proceed- 


* The 8 3 + Of Venice. 

7 And here ſeems to have been ſtruck, his firſt Medal, on which he appears in 
armour, with the Croſs on his breaſt, but bare- headed, with the following title, 
RICARDVS. SCELLEIVS. PRIOR- ANGLIAE. ANN. A. LXIIII. 
On the reverſe is a naked arm, holding out a ſhield, on which his on proper Coat of 

Arms is emblazoned, with the following motto, 
SPOLIAT I. CLYPEVS. OBSE9, 
very expreſſive of his ſituation and views, 
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ings that, by religion, ieeke to aveng pryvate quarrells, and to 
maynteigne ſuch paſſions and partialityes, as religion teacheth to 
quenche and mortefie : and ſo for this tyme will I breake off the 
talke, hereafter to be contynued, with your L.—, ſaving that I muſt 
needs add, tooching the Earle of Oxford, * one word or two. I ſent 
a gentleman of myn to Padova, with a lettre to gyve him the #: 
hora buona of his welcome, and faulf arryval; offering him, there, 
a howſe fornyſhed, that ſhould have coſt him nothing, and to have 
provided him the like, ageyn his comyng hither to Venyſe, with 
all the ſervice that I was able any wey to doe his L. He thanked 

me, by a lettre, for my courteſie, praying me nevertheles, verie 
carneſtlie, here aftre to forbear the ſending to him either lettre, or 
meſſage, till he ſhould know how I was thought of by the Quene's 
moſt excellent Maſjeſtie : which affection and wareneſs, albeit I 
liked verie well in ſo grete a ſubject, yet, on th' otherſide, it 
"apawled me muche, that I, for all my wareneſs and fideletie, ſhould, 
with him, bee in geloſie, as it were of a fugytive ; which, I under- 
ſtand, is growen onely by the occupation of my howſe, that you, my 
L., gave me and got me, by the pallace of Weſtminſter ; the uſur- 
pation whereof I wold not ſo muche eſtime, as your L. ſetting that, 
for my uſe, it was diſſembled, and paſſed with ſilence, albeit my 
conveyances in the lawe, and diſproprement were made in Quene 
Marie's tyme, and when I toke the Croſſe, (that it has pleaſed God 
to puniſhe me with all ;) utterlie without ſuſpicion of fraude or 
cover, as appeareth in the Rowles : but by the treſpace, or (howſo- 
ever I ſhall term it,) the faulte of that howſe ; (for a Courtier indeed 
verie comodious,) I to bee ſuſpected as a rebell, to boote]! The re- 
medie of that, my good Lord, I referre to your conſcience, To 
lacke the rent of myn owne, beſide fo great loſſe as I have ſuſteined 
of other preferments, is a punyſhement of ſuche fawltes, as I ame 
ture I nere comytted : and yet, as Tully faid of Ceſar, that many 


* Son in Law to Lord- Burleigh, 
0 iniuries 
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iniuries were to be imputed to the violens of the victorie, and not 
to any bitternes of his nature, that was loving and kynde: So, my 
Lord, I take the occupation of that howſe to bee, as it were, over. 


flowen by the inondation of the tyde (that I tooched at the begyn- 


nyng, ) and not to bee ſeaſed uppon by her Majeſtie, living among her 


oother princelie giftes, verie famus for her clemencie and com- 
paſſionable nature. And I am abroade, with her Majeſties paſſport, 
without lymitacion of retorne, albeit, it were not then meant by 


nather parte that I ſhould tarie ſo long abroade. But of that, afore, 
I have declared the occaſion; for frawde certenlie there was none; 


nor oother meanyng then but to recover the money I had leafte in 
merchant” s hands in Antwerpe, when I firſt meant to have gone to 


Malta. Howſoever it bee, I hope your L. will remedie the errour, 
to th' end that I may, with ſuche confidence, aſſiſte and forme my 


couſyn, your ſonne, as hath taken no place with ſonne-in-law ; 
and that I, who in fo long adverſitie have alwey maynteigned the 
credyt of an unſpotted ſubjef, and of a treue and flaring Inghlyſhman, 


begynne not, nowe ſo old a man, and at the later caſte, to be ſhonned 


as contagious. And thus having ſufficiently declared, by the lengthe, 


and confidens of this lettre, that I take not for piaculum to have 
intelligens with your L., I pray God gyve you life and health; ſo 
wiſhing that which may bee moſt to her Majeſties honour, and for 


your own ſureſt eſtabliſhement. 
From Venyſe, this of Maye, 1575. 


To the right honorable, and my very good Lord, he Baron 6 
BU RLE YE, L. highe Treaſourer of England. 5 


168 HT honorable, my verie good Lord; the eſtate of your 
AY Calling, and great affaires, and ordinarie peyne of the Courte, 
bene alwey lawful excuſes, how late ſoever your aunſwers come to 


ſuche 
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ſuche as have occaſion to wrighte untoyou: but I, poore man, unoccupi- 
ed, and in health, tho I bee old, what ſcuce ſhall I make acceptable 
for my fo late reply to your honour's lettre? In good faythe, ſeeing 
her Majeſtie, upon your L.'s favorable relation, (that never wanted 
me, ) tooke in ſo good parte myn endeavour onely, in her Merchant: 
Eaſe, I differred my writing, from poſt to poſt, ever in hope to ſend to 
her Majeſtie the effe& of that which ſhe pretended, and the accom- 
pliſhment of her deſyre; which, in the merchants' cauſe onely, 
(much contrarie to myn expectacion, ) hath fallen out all ootherwiſe, 
as your L. ſhall fee at length, by the lettre I write to Sir Frauncis. 
Walſingham; whereof for that, and all oother reſpects, I thoughte 
it neceſſarie to ſend you a copie; as I doe alſo of this Signorie's 
decree, and lettre to her Majeſtie, to th' end that your honour may 
have it at hand, and by you, to conſider, at your leyſure, the iſſue 
of this matter, and advertiſe me, (if it pleaſe you.) howe conform 
able it is to her Majeſties intent. I meant fo far, for the uſe her 
Majeſties lettres to the Signori doe purport ; ffor what * Benalis hathe 
negotiate there, I doe not throughlie underſtand ; albeit 1 have 
heard of lettres, and articles of his, ſent hither to the Raga22ons - 
and thus much, (with the reſt that your L. ſhall underſtand by 
Sir Frauncis his letter,) for the Venetians matters, Pryvate, and 
publicke, ſhall ſuffice. | LL RE RET 
And therefore nowe, touching myſelf, 1 aye, that I acknow- 
ledge myſelfe moſt bounde to your L. for the teſtimonie it hath | 
pleaſed you to gyve to her Majeſtie of my perpetuall fidelitie, which 
hath bene alwey accompagned with a particoler, and partiall affection 
to her Royall perſon; and therefore, if God ſhall inſpire her to 
ſhewe herſelf my gratious Sovei aigne, ſhe ſhall doe a famouſe fact, 
and moſt aunſwerable to the opynion that is ſpred of her kynde, and 
gratefull nature : but for that I am her loyall ubjedt, 1 1 ame 


* His name is = in Strype's Annals, vol. ili. pa. 40. 


a Catholike, 
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a Catholike, ſhe oweth me nothing; for it is a duetie, whereurito 
I am bound by the religion that I profes ; and therefore I humbly 
beſeech her wiſdome and clemencie, for ſo muche as ſhe eſtimeth 
the approved conſtancie of my faythfulnes toward her Majeſtie, who 
(notwithſtanding that the ſchiſme, and not her owne conſcience, hath 
dryven me to nulloſq. Lares, mopemg. ſenectam, am ready, neverthe- 
les, to ſpend the beſt bloud in my bodie for her ſaulftie. For this 
my patience, (as of a ſecond Fob, } ones agayn, I beſeeche her wiſe 
dome in no wiſe to procure, or wiſhe me to change that religion 
which teacheth me the reverence that I owe, and the obedience that I 
ame bound to obſerve, to her Royall eſtate. Whereas in place of 
this conſcience, and of this patience, whereſoever our Diſcipline is 
neglected, there followe ſtreighte contrarie effects, of licentious 
libertie, and diſobedience, directly againſt the abſolute autoritie, 
and inviolable Majeſtie of the Prince's eſtate : and all is applied to 
a popularitie that, being let looſe, Qua data porta ruit, et terras tur- 
bine perflat : which I talke not as a clercke, nor diſpute not as 
ſcholer, but ſimplie report that I have ſeene, and wiſhe to be 
weyghed, for the ſaulftie of my Prince, and of my Countrey; 
wherein (my Lord) as a gentleman, and one of your kynde, I have 
alſo my parte, and portion of intereſt ; who, not to bee ſuſpected " 
a paſſionate, or as any oother Prince's man, your honour ſhall un- 
derſtand that theſe many yeres, and fins I ſawe howe things went, 
and were likely to paſs betwene my Maiſtres, and the King of 
Spaigne, I never have taken ether any wages, or penſion thens ; 
which, under a moſt honeſt coller, of my being abroad for religion 
onely, (but with an other deſigne, and ſecond intent, as I conceave 
it,) hath bene, and is alwey, forth comyng at myn own will: but 
I thank God more for the patience that he hath gyven me; (wher- 
withall I truſt have gaigned the grace of the Quene my Soveraigne,) 
| than I doe eſtyme * greatnes that 1 could have receaved of any 
forreyn 
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forreyn Prince that preſentlie taketh pleaſure, or finallie hopeth 
profet, by the travell, and troble of my naturall Prince, and Coun. 
trey : and I lyve with this faythe, that to your honor, who ever 
hath loved me, (albeit in religion wee diſſent,) the Quene finallie will 
ſaie, that to me her Majeſtie, (as God did to his ſervant Fob, } 
reddet omnia duplicia ; ſeeing ſhe hath ſene I ame a man of fuch 
faythe, and honour, as voluntarilie have choſen to endure twenty- 
three years exile, and povertie, rather then to prevaricate, any wey, 
in the cauſe of God, or of my Prince, and rather than to dallye 
ether with my conſcience, or with myn allegeance ; which conſci- 
ence coſteth- me full deere, for one reſpect, in England, and, for 
an oother, in Italy: but for that J lacke from home, ] truſt, as I 
ſayd, that the Quene ſome wey will ſupplie ; and as for that I could 
atteyne abroad, I will not buye it ſo deere will rather ſtarve then 
remedye my neceſſitie with any deſigne, upon me, to bee made for 
the damage of my Prince, or countrey: and for ſuch a ſubje& 
King Henry the Eighte knew my father, whom, in his youthe, he 
loved very well. And albeit, in my L. Cromwell s tyme, he paſſed 
termes, and with great loſſe, (which, after, was: recompenſed libe- 
rallie,) yet fynallie the King made muche of him agayne, and 
vouchſafed to tell me at Detford, (where S. Edward Rogers carved, 
and I * ſhoed, to his Majeſtie,) of the great chere he had at + My- 
chelgrove, with great comendation of my father's uprightnes, 
whom his Majeſtie, at the begynnyng of his raygne, forced therefore, 
almoſt at ones, to become Sergeant and Judge, much againſt his 
will, that was his father's eldeſt ſonne, and put to the Innes of 
Courte, but to learne to underſtand his owne evidence. And ſuch 


ſubjects, I thinke, her Majeſtic knoweth to be all the eye | in 


* Shewed, or waited at table. 


+ The family ſeat of the Shelleys, in Suſſex. 5 | 
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her realme, booth men = women, her affectionat and affured 
ſubiects; ; and ſuch as will rather die then do, or conſent to eny 
thing agaynſt their duetie of alleageance ; and therefore are not, 
{as I conceave of your provydence, and pollicie at home) to be 
_ perſecuted for their conſcience ſake. Howſoever it be, I, for my 

owne parte, as I have theſe XXIII yeres, ſo will not I fayle, (with 
grace of God, for this litle tyme that I have to lyve) to perform 
your L.'s trewly grounded opynion, that, beſide all .oother dewtie, 
I take it for a pointe of honour no wey to be ſpotted with difloy- 
altie; who I truſt, on the oother fide, will, for your parte, aſſiſte 
that I bee not brought to rurpis egeſtas, ſein g ſpecially, that Jacomo 
de Bardi, the merchant, is fayled with my ſtocke that I have lyved 
uppon ſince I forboare the King of Spaigne his pention, and wages. 
I faid turpis egeſtas, not becauſe I ame aſhamed of povertie, after 
the forte that I am comen to it, but becauſe, you knowe, Need i is 
the greateſt tentacion that can bee, to make-men doe things that bee 
ſhamefull and diſhoneſt; becauſe man's frayltie cannot be aſſured 
of itſelf, but that he may be broughte in Furorem leſa ſepius pati- 
entia ; or elſe Chriſt wold not have put in our Pater-noſter 
Et ne nos inducas in tentationem. But .nowe it is highe tyme to 
make an end, as I will doe, with that parte of your L. letter, which 
being, for the matter, more agreeable to my ſenſe, was, for that 
circumſtance, ſo much the more gratefull, becauſe you were tranſ- 
ported into it, ex abundantia cordis, intending nothing leſs than to 
toche any ſuch matter, but to beare, without any grudge, (not 
only without hatred,) ech of us with oothers conſcience, that bee all 
Chriſtiens, and do all for the glorie of O; that is a, pointe of ſuche 
importance for the Quenes ſaulftie, and of the realme, that ought 
to be ſpoken, wrytten, yea pryntted, and graved every where; which 
every man wisſheth that hath any jott of good-nature in his»bodie, 


Rod no man miſliketh but ſuche as, under pretence of religion, bee 
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beſeecping Your L... to 7 procure: further that I may 


b 2, 


have., A. playne and lufficient paſport, 
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: N 5 to Mr 7. Secretary 5) Þ pray God maynteigne your ir, Honour in 
Hheeglth,c and. gy ve me ſo much ſtren gti that, ones. ever that I die, I: 
I brace. you in your owne. howſfe,. and | kyſſe my good Lady 1 
VO 5 we hangs, to e in the meane een it, may. . 5 


enn; 


Copib of” my Lent to Sit PREG Wal dived TR 
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I acknowledge myſelf much bound to. 
your Honour for the good reporte it hath pleaſed you to 


1 


of? my fa ebf to to | the Que! ene's moſt excellent Majeſtie, which 
office you "Honour's ſelf, (of y our modeſtie,) dothe not ſo en- 
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lardge, in your owne , lettre to me, as the Lord Treaſor orer, my 


— 77 San 4 
34 


1 Lord, hathe with all efficaſie declared it to me: in 


94 


conſideration whereof, it may ſeem, T deſerve ſome blame. that 
have bene o flow in acknowle ging che benefit that you did ſo 
| livelie, and in aunſweri ring, your Honours lettre, to me of ſo great 


comfort: but the cauſe thereof hath. rot bene either 1 my not con- 


| ceaving your favour ſhewed to me, ſo ample and effectual as it is, 


for God forbid L |; 


myn unreadines to acknowledge the ſame ; 
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| Hould bee guiltic of ſuch 1 ingrat titude. , x 1 he trewth i is, (Sir Fraun- 


ces) ſeeing. her Majeſtie accepted O gracioufl 7 my good wyll and 


ndeavour-  opely | to have her will fulfilled i in her merchants fate, 1 


L td _ 


| iiffered my wryting from poſt to Poſte, with hope to ſee and ſend to 


Sr wa. 


Nevertheleſſe 
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bocthe the lingering hath been ſo long as I con 11d never have yma- 
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fur, me and my folkes;, 
8 LR rome relys. to thi end 1 raay conferre with; her Mat 
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gyncd, and th' effect fallen out all otherwiſe then I looked for. But 
fins the aunſiver to her Majeſtics lettre, and the decree (that I ſend 
herewith) were paſſed by the Counſell that they call of Pregadi, 
(for here, I tell you, things paſſe throughe many halls and hands ;) 
I have ſo debated the matter with the Generall Foſcarmi and the 
Procurer Michael, that boothe profeſs to be her Majeſties particler 
ſervants, (and my good Lord's) that I dare ſaie, upon the confi- 


dence I have in their honours, ſo ſoene as the laſt encreaſed cuſ- 


tomes ſhall bee there taken awey, (which they gether to bee her 
Majeſties intent, ) that then there ſhall none other bee taken; fo 
well for recompens of all that the merchants have already paid, as 


for that they had bargayned for, afore the publiſhing of the firſt 


decree in the Iſle of Zante ; and that they ſhall receave ſuch benefit, A 


by her Highnes' recomendation, as ſhall well declare the authoritie 


that her Majeſtie hath in this famous Senate and Comonwealthe. 
For ſetting nowe aſyde the merchants ſute, which is a ſmall 


matter, in reſpect of the old duytie that is nowe meant to bee re- 


newed, I dare avowe to your Honour that this State is fo deſirous of 
it, as they ſhall therby receave greater comoditye in their trafficke ; 


and as it ſtandeth them more uppon, for their  owne ſaulftie, that 
there ſhould bee foorthcomyng a realme of England, (and, as we 


faie, a Rowland for an Olyver}) to encounter with thoſe mightie 
nations of France and Spaigne ; as King Henry VIII, the Salomon of 


his tyme, forſawe, (when all oother ee had, as it were, con- 


ſpired in Cambrey againſt this Senate) that it was meet, for the 
indempnitie of his Crowne, to maynteigne a State of Yenyſe : 


And ſo he did not only advertiſe them of that League, but alſo 
helpe them booth with counſel} and with money. And tooch- 


ing theſe Venetian matters, booth of our merchants and of the 
State, this, for this tyme, I thinke ſufficient. 

But concernying myſelf, and the deſire I 2 to bee at home, ſo 
I might there lyve catholickelie, trewth it is, (albeit I meant to 


bee myſelf the firſt that ſhould my__ to you thereof) that I withe 


nothing ; 
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nothing more: But ſithens the late tragedies, cauſed (as the warre 


in Ireland was) by a generation that I never liked, I thought not the 


tyme yet ſeaſonable to make that motion; in which opynion I was 
confirmed ſo muche the more, becauſe, in all this while, I had not 
from your Honour any reſolution thereof, as your meanyng was, at 


the wryting of your lettre, to have ſent me by the next poſt : and 


ſo much the more, becauſe my L. Treaſorer wrote to me the 
Quenes pleaſure was that he ſhould prove if I mignt bee recovered to 


' conforme myſelf to the religion there eſtabliſhed, which clawſe r 


to me ſo ſtrange, and ſo appawled me, that ſtreight I thoughts | my 
cake was dough. I hoped her Majeſtie had knowne me better than 
to thinke that to bee poſſible, or a wey meet for me to take for her 


ſervice, which is the thing, (God I call to witnes,) that I pretend, 
for ootherwiſe, being now a man of threeſcore yeres and eight, I 


little care in what countrey I bee carried to my grave. 
Then, utterlie to reje& this ſorrowfull propos, and to relyve this 


hevye thoughte with a more pleaſant imagynation, I faie that I ame 
ſo deſirous, ones ever . I die, to ſee the Quene's, my Soyeraigne's, | 
moſt excellent Majeſtie, whom naturallie I have alwey bene gyven 


to love and tendre, and to diſcharge the. duetie of ſo faythfull a 
ſubject, as her Highnes hath tried me to bee, with three and 


twentie yeres adverſitie ; I meane in diſcovering to her, for her 


owne faulftie and of her realme, ſuche matter as to lettres 1s not to 
bee comytted. For theſe cauſes I do longhe to kys her gratious 
hand, that if it may pleaſe her to graunte me a paſport, with my 


| folke, to come and to goe freelie, without any ſuche examynation 


as (uppon occaſion myniſtred of juſt geloſie,) hath of late bene taken 


of oothers, and without any manner of comunication to bee had with 


me, ſaving of matter of eſtate, for the Quenes ſaulftie and of my 
Countrey : Uppon hope of this privilege to be graunted me, for the 


tried honeſtie of myn behaviour in ſo meny yeres abſens, I will furth- 
with put myſelf in viage (thoughe it bee in a lytter) fo come and 


D C de 


worn £ 
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ereche 79 her princely ps 2085 is. And beſecching your Honor that o 


this I may hay e = reſolu tion, For this tyine, I make an ent 
and leave you to the care of dne Almightic 2 whom it may pleat 
' proſper your vertuous dovngs. | 


Frofn Venyſe the 24th of Auguſt 1582. e 5 
Poſtſcript-. The above named Procurator Michaeli, who is her 
Senator of the higheſt degree, and was Ambaſſader in F raunce, n 
the tyme of the Maſi; 2ere in Parys, hath him moſt hartely re- 
comended to your Honour, as one that hath in good remembrance 


= ThE um lier friend{hipp and converſation that was betweene ye in 
choſe trobelbus tymes/ and .is here nowe in rebus ſecumdic, and come 


to the quietnes of menimifſe nat. J aſſire youche (praketiviee ver ic 


Konorablic oy our good nature e N 2106 in 3 
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M oft exoullent Majeſtic, and my Hoſt dread' Seed. 
Eng Nr * 


E B E I TY the ordinarie and extraordinaric occaſions. 0 2 c 
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bye. in theſe. : Republiques, | for the, often change 
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ferent opynions, of diverſe Magiſtrates, bene almoſt incred! le "to 


ſach as Lene uſed. to the reſolution, of, Monarchies ; ; and that, thens 


the preſenting of your Majefties lettre, there hath been diſcovered in 


chis bodie ne (as gerd often  naturall bodies,) | Certeyn 
GG Vet, all this a Feral 'F muſt me confeſſe chat 
the Lot excciiting their offer made to your M. zeſtie, for revoking. the 
ne ue impoſt, maketh me confuſe and at my wyttes end; as at 
my retorne I will declare to your la jeſtie, with the qualitie of the 


numor that J ſpcake of, as thinges not to bee com; ytted to lettres, 
{ohicdt to ſuche cha zunces Ag Imyſelf f fynd by experience. 


In the meane ty me alluring your Maje eſti that I fayle not to plie 


ther. with contynuall, yea „ and iraportune ſollicitacon, I kyſle 


vous Sratious hand, with all dewtifull reverence, for the paſport it 
hathe 


— 


p ( 21 ) 


| hathe pleaſed you to graunt- me, Which I meane to uſe, o farre a as 
1 hall a the diſpatche of that your Majeſtic pretendcth here to 


have end For J ame full fraughte with matter of long lading to 


utter to ur Majeſtic; for the ſaulftie of your petſinne Ad of your 
: rene. In tf: mene me it teioyceth every veyne of my harte to 


perceave, by Hur M2 ties moſt gratiouſe lettre, that which T have 
often pro el and wrytten in your behalf, I meane of your natural 


eee, abhoiing bloudſhead, and” thoſe terrible executions 
whiche your Majeſtic avowethe 5 be dryben t to, by the deepe ma- 


lice (alas) of your enemyes, ſeäking that way rather to make you 
odious, and to put you in hafarde of your eſtate, than any ordi- 


| narie and comelie wey of acceſſe for comuny cation: Wherebf lit 


were verie neceffarie to make ſome wꝛrytinge to bee publiſhed, 


| whiche would not © only. bee acceptable, but is looked for, almoſt, 
by all Princes, and by a great! number of inldifferent perſonnes,. that 
8 like nothinge e to Have oe” Ma Ml provoked! after” Lampert Torts. And 


. 50 bounde to your” this neſs” cletnencie, for the favour, that Mr. 
© Secretarie' wryteth me, it hith* pleaſed yt of late to ſhew to my 
5 Nepheues, (your loving ſubieQs; KbtivichRaning their © conſcience 
f religion, 1 beſeeche Almightis Gs q 10 to guyde Tour Majefties 
2 government, in theſe troublous t ymes, a8 maye fall out moſt to his 
v1 glorie and to the ſatilftie of your Royall der ſonne. EE 


0 577 0 40 the 22 of Maye, I 5 3. 
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7 To hy Ryght,. Eonomble, and his 1 9 F rend, Sir 


F: RAUNCES WAI 8.1 N GH A M, Kni, ght. Chief Secretarye 
to the Quene” s moſt excellent Majcſt tie. 


- Right honorable. x4 ili fl E _ 
4 TH all humble remem brand of my dewtie, for my ſlave | 
of yet not comyng home, albeit there bee apparente cauſe 


: ynowe, yet to my L. Treaſourer I have wrytten thereof, at good 


len, ts, 


8 


1 22 5 f 

length, to whoſe lettre I remyte your . in that behalf; as 1 
doe his L. to this I nowe wright to your Honnour of theſe affayres, 
and of the delyverye of her Majeſties lettre, which hathe put this 
Senate, (that hathe ootherwiſe comberous matters in hand, ) in 
ſome more travell then they had before. But I hope the end will 
be good; and the Prince hathe promiſed me moſt lovingly, | (as he 
hath bene alwey affected to the matter,) that he will urge the ex- 
pedition, which by his authoritie (ootherwiſe not peremptory,) 
he may doe. And there is now comen into the colledge, (as a 
young man to hear and learne (without voice) for fix monthes, with 
title of Savio de gli Ordini (to be neſted in affairs *) Ofaviano Cor- 
naro Who hathe bene with me dyverſe tymes +_ (and made 
verie honorable reporte of the favour that he receaved at her 
Majeſties hands, and of your Honnour, with whom I ſpake this mor- 
nyng, congratulating to him this entree into the Colledge g; 
where I doubte not but that he will declare fo muche as he had re- 
ported to me, many tymes, of her Majeſties affection to Traliens, 
and ſpecially to them of this State, where a great matter, of her 
Merchants, and of great conſequence for her Royall eſtimation, and 
amytie with this Comonwealthe, is nowe in hand, by him, uppon 
this occaſion, to be put in remembrance, for the good and quyete 
Expedytion not only of his gentlemanly rm but nowe ex 
| officio, and by his place of ſpeciall dewtie. 

In the meane tyme I have gyven to every one of the Chief 
Counſellors, in one ſhete of paper, firſt, a copie of their owne De- 
cree ; ſecondly, a copie of her Majeſties lettre; and thirdly, a 
remembrance, after ſuch ſorte as followinge : In confideratione 


* Inneſted, or 8 | 
+ It appears that, at this time, the Venetian nobility was allowed a very free inter- 


courſe with the foreign Miniſters reſiding among them: but ſince the conſpiracy of 
| Bedamar in 1619, that intercourſe has been prohibited with ſo much rigour, that, at 
preſent, a Venetian nobleman dreads even to exchange a word either with them, or 


any of their dependants. 


1 Or Senate. 3 
4 del 


( 23 ) 


& Je} ny decreto del! Exm Senato, et de queſta ettra de * Ma- 
cc fea, | pretende Prima, che di longa via fi ſoſpenda, per Tave- 
« mire almeno, et fin'a la conclufione di queſto negotio, {che hormai e 
« tempo che fi riſolva,) quello pagamento della nuova impoſta ch'in 
« Ing” e wg foſpeſo alli vaſſalli di V. ſer fin' dal Principio, 
che ſono hormai tre anni; Seconds, che Ie piacera fare rimborſare gli 
* noſtri Mercanti di zuella ſomma di danaro che conſtarò eſſere da loro 
« fata pagata, per la nuova impoſta, prima che ne haveſſero notitia 
% alcuna, come conſta che in Inge o fata perdonata detta impoſta 
«< alle Navi Venetiane che arrivorno in Londra ſenza haverne notitia 
quando ſi partirono di qui. And thus is ſo much, for this tyme, 
I have to wryghte to your Honour, whom it may pleaſe Almightie 
God longhe to preſerve, to the glorie of his name, for her Majeſties 


ſervice and benefite of the realme, 
From Venyſe the 7 of Julye 1584. 


At your Honour's comaundment 
Your humble, and lovyng frende of St. Johns. 


To the Same. 


| ESYDE myn humble comendations, I have at this tyme 
D nothing to wryghte to your Honor, becauſe to you apper- 
teyneth the reading of all that I wryght and ſend to her Majeſtie, 
ſaving to beſeeche you that you will aſſiſte bothe theſe my wryt- 
ings and all myn other doings with your favour, ſo far forthe as 
you have me zelous of her Majeſtie ſaulftie and ſerviſe ; and for 
the reſt to bear with myn imperfectiens, remembring the proverb 
that ſeyth chi perde il ſuo perde il ſenno and certeynly my Nephew 
Shelley * his adverſitie troubleth me ſore; for whom I beſeeche you 


The preſenter of a petition to i in behalf of the Roman Catholicks. 
| Vide Strype, vol. iii, pa. + Ex . 
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1 our Hon.. ammand... 


2cree, I came in conſideration to thinke that it it was racet to 


211 4412. * 


ſend it to you, alſo annexed with oother wryting, as I doe; 


whereby, and by the lettre I wright to her Majeſtie, your e. 


R. mel of x. bine 8 
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"EIN G 7 had &f receſſity LO 12 51 to your REY! the new. | 


ſhall perceave ſo much, booth of that matter and of myſelf, that 
there remayneth els for me nothing to faie, but humblie to re- 


8 ha A 


comend myſelf, and all my meanyng, to your good grace and n 


vorable interpretacion, who may bee aſſured that I doe meane fo 


zealouſly to her Majeſtie, and to my Countrey, as, (if I ſhall be 


liable“ to perſorme,) that I wiſh I all rin{cire as good a ſervant . 


IF 


as Cver. the had any, and as good a ſab; ect as ever was borne 1 in | 


Er and, ſo heap me God; who preſerve your Honnor to the a c- 


kme of all your virtuous deſyres. 
- ... Your Honor'e, ee -4 commande, ; 


5 3 R. Shelley, of St. Johns. 
From Venyſe the 17th of IE: , 584 . 


„ Moſt probably, it was abote this time that, contiderii.s mimiſelf as * the eee 
NMiniſter, in a buſineſs of importance, he auge, Proper 9.8 give to his- Medal a new 


F everle, repreſe uting a Griffin, (alluſfive to oe an Cre, J ith tne following 


90 10, PAL IAE 8 IL EXCVBITOR ET AT 2200 CH >< forms, not impro- 


al Av. ta in 95 the me ercantie interaſt tote tn: ie 1 * his country. 


